Department of Government & International Studies

EURO 2120 
Contemporary European Societies I:
The German-Speaking Countries
Prerequisites:
EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity
	Duration/Frequency: 
3 hours/week
	Credits/Units: 
3

	Language of Tuition: 

English
	Number of Contact Hours: 
42 (3 X 14 weeks)

	Individual Study Time Required: 
42 hours (3 X 14 weeks)
	Total Assumed Work Load: 
6 hours/week


Course Description/Aims and Objectives:

This is the first part of a course, which spans the internship year in Europe. It acquaints students with salient characteristics of the social, cultural, political and economic life in Germany, Austria and Switzerland, as these have a direct impact on individual life styles and life experiences. The course also prepares students to gather and systematize HP-relevant information during their third year in Europe.

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) / Competencies:
Knowledge
By the end of this course, students should be able to

1. Describe main characteristics of the social, cultural, political and economic life in the German-speaking societies of Europe;
2. Explain how and under what circumstances these characteristics have developed since 1945; and
3. Appraise current events and behavior in these countries in light of collective historical experience and by using an interpretative sociological framework. 
Skills 

By the end of this course, students should be able to 

4. Collect, analyze and summarize academic and non-academic information about contemporary German-speaking societies in Europe;
5. Compile and systematically organize it in coherent, logically structured small-group presentations in class and/or creative individual project work;
6. Use both English- and German-language sources in all media formats for this purpose; and
7. Discuss critically the available sources/literature and the classroom presentations of their peers.

Attitudes
By the end of this course, students should be able to 

8. Interpret individual, personal life experience as a variation of general social and political developmental trends;
9. Appraise individual and collective behavior within norm systems other than their own;
10. Reflect on possible differences and similarities between social/political developments in the German-speaking countries and those of their societies of origin; and
11. Using these tools should enable them to cope intellectually and emotionally with the total cultural immersion and possible ‘culture shock’ of Year III.
Course Content:
	Introduction: D-A-CH  -- Germany, Austria and Switzerland

	

	1. The Generation of '45

	

	1.1 Year Zero and the Shadows of the Past 

	1.2 The Miracle Years: Social Market Economies and Cultural Contradictions  

	1.3 The World Behind the Wall: The GDR 

	1.4 Germany, France and Europe  

	

	2. The Generation of '68

	

	2.1 From the Student Movement to Terrorism 

	2.2 The Social Revolution 

	2.3 Civil Disobedience

	2.4 Green Germany  

	

	3. The Generation of '89

	

	3.1 One Country - Two Cultures 

	3.2 The Other Germans: Immigrants and the ‘Multi-cultural Society’ 

	3.3 ‘Generation Golf’: Coming of Age in Post-modern Consumer Societies 

	3.4 The Swiss Among Themselves  

	

	4. Generation NEXT

	

	4.1 The Berlin Republic and Its Controversies  

	4.2 Europeanization, Globalization and Youth

	4.3 The Other Alpine Republic: Austria Today


Teaching & Learning Activities (TLAs):

	TLAs
	ILOs addressed

	1. Seminar Presentations
Students are expected to work in small groups so as to present material- and media-rich structured overviews of social, cultural, political and economic life in contemporary Germany, Austria and Switzerland in light of collective historical experience and by using an interpretative sociological framework.
	1 to 11

	2. Seminar Discussions
Students are expected to present the above in such a way that critical discussion by the entire class is stimulated. Discussion may be prepared or followed up by online discussion forums and required additional readings.
	4 to 10

	3. Documentary films

Relevant documentaries and/or films will be used and discussed to illustrate the relevant themes. Students are expected to link film analysis and readings in their presentations.
	1 to 3


Assessment Methods (AMs):

	AMs
	Weighting
	ILOs addressed
	Description of Assessment Tasks

	Active and constructive class participation throughout the semester, including discussion of weekly preparatory readings and/or films (individual)
	40%
	1 to 11
	Regular attendance and active participation are mandatory. Students develop and demonstrate their understanding by way of critical discussion.

	Topic(s) preparation (contribution to small-group projects)
	20%
	4 to 6, 8 to 11
	Presentations in teams will be held to discuss selected aspects of the social, cultural, political and economic life in the German-speaking societies of Europe.

	Topic(s) presentation + discussion (individual)
	40%
	4, 6 to 11
	Individual presentations will be assessed according to clarity and the extent to which the presenter can stimulate critical discussion.


There will be no final written examination. The classroom language will remain predominantly English, but students are required to make use of German-language sources and to use German terms and expressions whenever appropriate.
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