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Course Description/Aims and Objectives:
This is a second year, first semester course which examines new European Union Members States in Central Europe (in particular, Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia) from both historical and comparative perspectives. It begins with a discussion of the nature and weaknesses of the Communist regimes of Eastern Europe and the causes and processes leading to the 1989 upheavals in the region. It then considers the paradoxes and obstacles in the course of post-Communist transitions to democracy, the market economy and the civil society. The key issues of democratic consolidation and pro-market transformation will be addressed. 

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) / Competencies:

Knowledge
By the end of this course, students will be able to
1. Re-examine the geopolitical concept of “Eastern Europe” in the wake of the collapse of Communist regimes in Europe and the Soviet Union;
2. Evaluate new conceptual and theoretical developments in the study of post-Communist politics and societies;
3. Analyse in a comparative framework the background and the methods of the transition from Communism to post-Communism in the region;
4. Assess the prospects of democratic consolidation and successful economic transformation; and
5. Evaluate the significance of the post-Communist states in the reconstruction of a European security framework and for further stages of European integration in the aftermath of the Cold War.

Skills
By the end of this course, students will be able to
6. Conduct comparative political research; and
7. Devise research agenda pertinent to nations in transition from non-democratic regimes.

Attitudes
By the end of this course, students will be able to
8. Appreciate the major obstacles the peoples in the region must face in achieving their political and economic aspirations; and
9. Identify and appraise the socio-cultural characteristics of the nations.
	I. Historical Background
A.  The Changing Nature of Communist Rule in East-Central Europe since 1945
B. The Development of Democratic Opposition and the Civil Society
C. The Legacies of the Communist Era
II. Transition from Communism 
A.  The 1989 Revolution: Why 1989? 
B.  Modes of Transition from Communism 
C.  The 1989-90 Founding Elections
III. Post-Communist Transition to Statehood, Democracy and the Market
A.  The Rise of Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 
B.  Drafting Constitutions and Building State Institutions 
C.  Elections and the Emergence of Party Competition 
D.  Marketisation, Privatisation and the Social Costs of Transition 
E.  Civil and Uncivil Societies
IV. Foreign Policy Issues 
A.  The Return to Europe: Military and Strategic Relations with NATO and the European Union
 B.  Central Europe—Russian Relations 
V. Assessing Post-Communist Democracies


Course Content:
Teaching & Learning Activities (TLAs):

	TLAs
	ILOs addressed

	1. Seminars/ Lectures

The seminars will examine new European Union Members States in Central Europe (in particular, Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia) from both historical and comparative perspectives.
	1 to 5, 8, 9

	2. Discussions/ Presentations
Discussion will be held to discuss the nature and weaknesses of the Communist regimes of Eastern Europe and the causes and processes leading to the 1989 upheavals in the region. It then considers the paradoxes and obstacles in the course of post-Communist transitions to democracy, the market economy and the civil society.
	2 to 9

	3. Data Analysis

The data analysis will assess the prospects of democratic consolidation and successful economic transformation.
	1 to 9

	4. Documentary films

Relevant documentaries and/or films will be used and discussed to illustrate the prospects of democratic consolidation and successful economic transformation.
	2 to 5, 8, 9


Assessment Methods (AMs):

	AMs
	Weighting
	ILOs addressed
	Description of Assessment Tasks

	Term paper
	30%
	2 to 9
	Students are required to conduct comparative political research and devise research agenda pertinent to nations in transition from non-democratic regimes.

	Class Participation (news digest, country profiles and special topics)
	30%
	1 to 5, 8, 9
	Students must attend all classes and try to be punctual. All students are expected to read the relevant readings before the classes. They should ask questions, give comments to the presenters, and participate in the discussion.

	Examination
	40%
	1 to 5, 9
	The questions will be essay-type questions testing students’ understanding of the new European Union Members States in Central Europe (in particular, Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Slovakia) from both historical and comparative perspectives
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