Department of Government & International Studies
POLS 1510
Foundations of Political Science
Prerequisites:
 nil
	Duration/Frequency:
3 hours/week
	Credits/Units:

3

	Language of Tuition:

English
	Number of Contact Hours:

42 (3 X 14 weeks)

	Individual Study Time Required:

42 hours (3 X 14 weeks)
	Total Assumed Work Load:

6 hours/week


Course Description/Aims and Objectives:

This is a first-year, first semester course which introduces students to a comprehensive review of the field of political science. Basic concepts, political theories and methodologies, political institutions, political parties are all examined. The Subfields of comparative politics and international relations are also integral parts of the course so as to lay down the foundation for further studies. Political developments in Europe and China are frequently employed as examples and related to the introduction of political ideas.
Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) / Competencies:
Knowledge 
By the end of this course, students will be able to
1. Demonstrate familiarity with concepts, theories, and analytical methods of political science. A familiarly basic understanding of major political ideas will be related to the study of government and politics of modern states, with particular reference to the current political development of Hong Kong and China.
Skills
By the end of this course, students will be able to
2. Develop their ability of thinking independently and politically;
3. Reflectively analyze political issues of contemporary world; and
4. Interpret the political developments in Hong Kong and China.

Attitudes
By the end of this course, students will be able to
5. Appraise the complexity and interconnectedness of concepts, theories, and analytical methods of political science;
6. Evaluate the acquired knowledge and skills when observing the daily developments in politics; and
7. Efficiently integrate the understanding of the political developments into the framework of general knowledge to be acquired in succeeding years of university studies.
Course Content:

	1. Political science as a discipline

	2. Study of Political Concepts

	3. Political Structures

	4. Political philosophy

	5. Political ideologies

	6. Political participation and aggregation of interests

	7. Comparative politics

	8. International politics


Teaching & Learning Activities (TLAs):
	TLAs
	ILOs addressed

	1. Lectures

The lectures will examine the basic concepts, political theories and methodologies, political institutions, political parties in political science.
	1 to 7

	2. Tutorial discussions/ Presentations
Tutorial sessions will be held to discuss basic theories and research methods introduced in lectures and their applications.

Students will make group presentations on the acquired knowledge and skills when observing the daily developments in politics.
	2 to 7


Assessment Methods (AMs):
	AMs
	Weighting
	ILOs addressed
	Description of Assessment Tasks

	Active participation in class discussions, presentations
	25%
	1 to 7
	Students must attend all classes and try to be punctual. All students are expected to read the relevant readings before the classes. They should ask questions, give comments to the presenters, and participate in the discussion.

	Term paper
	25%
	1 to 7
	Students are required to submit a term paper in reflecting the understanding of the complexity and interconnectedness of concepts, theories, and analytical methods of political science.

	Examination
	50%
	1 to 6
	The questions will be essay-type questions testing students’ understanding of basic theories and research methods appropriate to political research. As a result, students can prepare for more advanced research methods in the future.
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