Department of Government & International Studies

POLS 2160 
European Politics and Society:

French Political and Government System

Prerequisites:
EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or
POLS 1510 Foundations of Political Science
	Duration/Frequency: 
3 hours/week
	Credits/Units: 
3

	Language of Tuition: 
English 
	Number of Contact Hours: 
42 (3 X 14 weeks)

	Individual Study Time Required: 
42 hours (3 X 14 weeks)
	Total Assumed Work Load: 
6 hours/week


Course Description/Aims and Objectives:
After a brief presentation of the legacy of the past (i.e. the French Revolution and the various regimes which followed), the core of the course is an examination of the evolution of the French political and government system from the unstable structures of the Fourth Republic to the more effective presidential regime that exists today.

Basic concepts of political science, theories and methodologies acquired in POLS 1510 Foundations of Political Science are applied here to the study and analysis of one of the major nation states in Europe.  

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) / Competencies:
Knowledge
By the end of this course, students will be able to

1. Identify the key components of the French political culture;
2. Chart the evolution of the French political and government system in taking into account the legacy of the French Revolution and of the previous regimes; and
3. Determine the main political and government benchmarks of the French Fifth Republic in a contextual perspective.
Skills
By the end of this course, students will be able to
4. Formulate the various challenges met by the major French political parties since 1958;
5. Examine the development of the (semi)-presidential regime from de Gaulle to Sarkozy; and
6. Explain the latest trends of voters’ behaviour according to the changing profile of the French society and to the socio-economic context.
Attitudes
By the end of this course, students will be able to

7. Relate the French experience of political and government system to other European countries’ experiences; and
8. Interpret critically the latest developments of the French political stage during their year III in France.
Course Content:
	1. French political culture & historical background


	A. Introduction to France’s political culture (the “swing effect”, bipolarization of French political life, the conceptions of the State and of national identity, the strong man rule…)

B. Legacy of the past (the French Revolution, foundations and evolution of the French Republic, the Popular Front…)

	2. France after World War II

	

	A. The Fourth Republic (1946-58)
B. Constitutional and institutional issues leading to the birth of the Fifth Republic 
C. The Constitution of 1958

	3. The Fifth Republic: institutions and powers

	

	A. The President of the Republic and the Prime Minister
B. The impact of the phenomenon of cohabitation on the dual executive system
C. The National Assembly and the Senate
D. Local policy, administration and civil service

	4. Political life

	

	A. Political parties, elections and voter’s behaviour

B. Trade unions and Interest Groups

C. The inexorable decline of the Communist Party

D. Focus on the Left in Power: The Mitterrand Years 1981-1995 

E. Focus on the Right: from de Gaulle to Sarkozy

F. The extreme right phenomenon 

G. Sarkozy’s presidency and the new political landscape

	5. France and the world

	

	A. French Foreign Policy

B. France and the European Union


Teaching & Learning Activities (TLAs):

	TLAs
	ILOs addressed

	1. Seminars/ Lectures

The seminars will examine the evolution of the French political and government system from the unstable structures of the Fourth Republic to the more effective presidential regime that exists today.
	1 to 8

	2. Tutorial discussions/ Presentations
Tutorial sessions will be held to discuss critically the various challenges met by the major French political parties since 1958 and the development of the (semi)-presidential regime from de Gaulle to Sarkozy.
	4 to 8


Assessment Methods (AMs):

	AMs
	Weighting
	ILOs addressed
	Description of Assessment Tasks

	Active participation in class discussions and seminars
	15%
	1 to 8
	Students must attend all tutorials and try to be punctual. All students are expected to read the relevant readings before the tutorials. They should ask questions, give comments to the presenters, and participate in the discussion.

	Individual oral presentations
	20%
	1 to 7
	Individual oral presentations on one of the topics indicated or chosen.

	Term paper
	25%
	1 to 7
	Students have to submit a term paper to identify and summarize main aspects of the political ideologies involved in the French politics.

	Final examination
	40%
	1 to 7
	The questions will be essay-type questions testing students’ understanding of the evolution of the French political and government system from the unstable structures of the Fourth Republic to the more effective presidential regime that exists today.
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