Department of Government & International Studies

POLS 2170 
European Politics and Society: 
German Political Systems and Society 
Prerequisites: 
EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity or 
POLS 1510 Foundations of Political Science
	Duration/Frequency: 
3 hours/week
	Credits/Units: 

3

	Language of Tuition: 
English
	Number of Contact Hours: 

42 (3 X 14 weeks)

	Individual Study Time Required: 

42 hours (3 X 14 weeks)
	Total Assumed Work Load: 
6 hours/week


Course Description/Aims and Objectives: 

The course studies the structure of successive political systems in Germany within their historical context. Special emphasis will be placed on the traumatic experience of the Third Reich, its origins and its consequences in the post-war construction of a ‘social-constitutional state’, a ‘social market economy’, and the current multi-tiered political system of the Federal Republic of Germany, as it is embedded today in the European Union.
Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) / Competencies:
Knowledge 

By the end of this course, students will be able to

1. Describe characteristic features of the various German political systems from 1871 to the present;
2. Explain the genesis and relative success/failure of each within the socio-political and economic context of the time;
3. Identify and summarize main aspects of the political ideologies involved; and
4. Explain how historical experience shaped the modern constitution.

Skills
By the end of this course, students will be able to

5. Summarize the long-term political developments in the German lands since the 19th century;
6. Formulate key characteristics of modern political ideologies and their possible long-term impact on the formation of a ‘civil society’;
7. Critically assess the role of nationalism in domestic and international politics; and
8. Discuss critically the ‘Sonderweg’ hypothesis of the German development.

Attitudes
By the end of this course, students will be able to

9. Appraise individual and collective behavior within norm systems other than their own;
10. Discover possible differences and similarities between social/political developments in Germany/Europe and those of their societies of origin; and
11. Question national/racial stereotyping and critically challenge standardized political rhetoric.

Course Content:
	1. 1848 - The Failed Democratic Revolution

	2. Prosperity without Democracy: Kaiser and Reich 

	3. Versailles - The Disaster of an Authoritarian System 

	4. Weimar - The Failed Democracy 

	5. The Political Abyss: The Third Reich 

	6. Lessons of Weimar: The Basic Law  

	7. The Bonn Republic I: The Social Question Resolved 

	8. The Bonn Republic II: Party Democracy 

	9. The Bonn Republic III: Thinking Green 

	10. The Bonn Republic IV: Europe - The German Question Resolved 

	11. The GDR – The Failure of Socialism

	12. The Berlin Republic I: Reunification and its Problems

	13. The Berlin Republic II: Current Issues


Teaching & Learning Activities (TLAs):

	TLAs
	ILOs addressed

	1. Lectures / Seminars

Students are expected to synthesize a structured overview of German political development from lectures, discussions and additional recommend readings.
	1 to 11

	2. Tutorials
Tutorial sessions will discuss critically key aspects of German political development and their relation to current issues of domestic and international politics. Tutorials may include short presentations, online preparation and/or online follow-up discussions, and discussions of additional readings.
	5 to 11


Assessment Methods (AMs):

	AMs
	Weighting
	ILOs addressed
	Description of Assessment Tasks

	Active participation in tutorial discussions throughout the semester
	40%
	1 to 11
	Regular attendance and active participation are mandatory. Students develop and demonstrate their understanding by way of critical discussion.

	Term paper
	30%
	1 to 10
	The term paper has to be researched and written independently. It serves to demonstrate the student’s ability to identify and summarize main aspects of a selected period of German political, economic and socio-cultural development.

	Final examination
	30%
	1 to 10
	Students will have to write an essay to demonstrate their understanding of the structure of successive German political systems in Germany within their historical contexts. The emphasis will be on a critical reflection of these issues in relation to contemporary political debate. The essay topic(s) will be based on students’ critical discussions in the tutorials.


The classroom language is English, but students of the German Stream of European Studies are encouraged to make use of German-language sources and to use German terms and expressions whenever appropriate.
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