Department of Government & International Studies

POLS 3690
Topics in European Politics
Prerequisites:
POLS 1510 Foundations of Political Science or


     
EURO 1111-2 Europe: Unity and Diversity
	Duration/Frequency: 
3 hours/week
	Credits/Units: 

3

	Language of Tuition: 
English
	Number of Contact Hours: 

42 (3 X 14 weeks)

	Individual Study Time Required: 

42 hours (3 X 14 weeks)
	Total Assumed Work Load: 

6 hours/week


Course Description/Aims and Objectives: 

The course is intentionally designed to be flexible in order to allow discussion of a range of contemporary issues in European politics.
Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) / Competencies:
Knowledge 

By the end of this course, students will be able to

1. Present an overview over recent changes and developmental trends in selected European countries;
2. Analyze and summarize the current state and developmental prospects of the relationships among the selected European countries; and
3. Analyze and discuss the national and international factors affecting these countries.
Skills
By the end of this course, students will be able to

4. Compare the political systems of the selected European countries;
5. Synthesize information from available sources/literature and informal interviews/study visits into a comprehensive overview;
6. Present this material systematically organized in the course; and
7. Discuss critically the available sources/literature and the classroom presentations of their peers.
Attitudes
By the end of this course, students will be able to

8. Appraise student-selected aspects of issues in current European politics.
Course Content:

An updated content list will be provided at the beginning of each semester.
Teaching & Learning Activities (TLAs):

	TLAs
	ILOs addressed

	1. Lectures
The lectures will examine recent changes and developmental trends in selected European countries.
	1 to 8

	2. Discussions

Tutorial sessions will be held to evaluate and interpret these developments in contemporary European politics.
	4 to 8


Assessment Methods (AMs):

	AMs
	Weighting
	ILOs addressed
	Description of Assessment Tasks

	Coursework:
Discussion and Individual Presentations
	60%
	1 to 8
	Students are required to make a preliminary presentation based on the knowledge acquired for the seminars.

	Final Examination
	40%
	1 to 5
	The questions will be essay-type questions testing students’ understanding of the recent changes and developmental trends in selected European countries.


References:
Up-to-date references will be given before the course commences.
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